
Our community yard sale was May 18 and despite the gloomy forecast, a few folks 
set up shop in their yards, driveways, and garages!  We received feedback from many 
that they would like to see the HOA organize two of these events per year. We agree 
that it is a great idea to host a community sale in the Spring and the Fall months and 
are working diligently to decide on the perfect date. Stay tuned.

Two weeks after the yard sale was the annual Dumpster Day event on Saturday, June 
1. There were three large containers for household junk and two for metal. We nearly 
filled all five containers that were available.

There were 43 residents that participated, but 58 actual dumps.  That’s right, a few 
people made multiple trips.  We allowed on site payments of delinquent dues and 
appreciate those folks that paid. It is your HOA dues that help us make these events a 
success.

Next Up: National Night Out on Tuesday, Aug 6, 6-8pm at the park. Come meet your 
community organizations such as the St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Dept., SMECO, Med-
Star St. Mary’s Hospital, Mechanicsville Volunteer Fire Department and Rescue Squad, 
and more.  Food, games, and door prizes!

By now, you should be well aware of the Met-
ropolitan Commission’s activity in our neigh-
borhood. They are undertaking a county-wide 
project to upgrade our meters. Country Lakes 
is part of the 1st route of residential sites to be 
upgraded, with an estimated completion date 
of August 2013. 

In May, elaborate information about the 
project and how it affects your property was 
mailed to all residents of the community. If you 
did not receive this information, or if you have additional questions about the project, 
please contact MetCom directly at www.metcom.org or 301-737-7400. 

Rainy Day for Yard Saling,  
but Dumpster Day was a Hit
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2013 CLHA Board Meetings -
Now at the Park

Our Board Meetings are being held every four weeks on 
Tuesdays at either the park pavilion or the Christ Church 
Parish Hall on Zack Fowler Rd. in Chaptico. For the sum-
mer months, we are currently holding meetings at the 
park pavilion. We welcome you to join us! Upcoming 
meeting dates for the third quarter of 2013 are as follows: 
•	 July 9,
•	 September 3.
All meetings are at 7pm and last about 2 hours. Please 

bring your ideas/suggestions/complaints and we’ll try our 
best to address them appropriately.

National Night Out 

Join us at the park for this 
event on Tuesday, August 6 at 6-8 
pm. Various community orga-
nizations will be present. Come 
meet the folks that help make 
our community a better place. 
We’ll have food, games and door prizes.

UPCOMING 2013 COMMUNITY EVENTS

Here are some recent posts to the CLHA Facebook page. We keep you informed of current events 
and information, but you are also welcome to post to our page... 

Virtual Neighborhood: What’s Happening Online?

neighbors  
interacting

This pic was posted to our 
page on June 24.  
Looks like he is joining the 
Neighborhood Watch Program! 
You can too, by calling Donald 
“Pud” Graham at 301-884-
5236 or 301-717-6474.

Join in at  
Facebook.com/
CLHOA
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Neighborhood Watch Program
We are in the beginning stages of organizing a com-

munity watch program. If you are interested in joining 
this cause, please complete our online form at clha.org 
or contact Donald “Pud” Graham at 301-884-5236 or 301-
717-6474.

Too Busy to Volunteer?
Here are some tips for making your home and prop-

erty less likely to be a target for crime:
Shrubbery /Trees/Outbuildings: Planting bushes or 

building structures that limit the view of doors and win-
dows may give you a feeling of privacy, but in fact, do 
the opposite. They prevent neighbors from noticing an 
intruder and provide hiding spots for criminals as well. 

Outdoor Lighting: Well lit approach areas around 
garages and doors act as a deterrent for robbers. Motion 
sensor lights work well and conserve electricity as they 
only light when activated.

Alarms: They are effective against intrusion when 
properly installed and maintained. Panic alarms that can 
be activated by a member of your household that emit 
loud sirens will normally frighten away intruders when 
activated. A silent alarm allows law enforcement to re-
spond without alerting the intruder.

Know Your Neighbors: If your neighbors are familiar 
with you and your family, vehicles, etc. they may notice 
suspicious activity or vehicular traffic that may give the 
police clues to solving crimes in the area.

Please continue to report all vandalism and crimes to the 
St. Mary’s County Sheriffs Department. Knowledge is key to 
preventing and solving future crimes.

2013-2014 Yearly Dues  
Reminder

Dues statements were mailed on 
June 3. Please be aware that pay-
ments are due by July 1 to avoid a $5 
late fee. Drop your check in the mail 
today and avoid that fee.

Attention Sellers: Resale Packages
When selling your home, there is a resale package that 

should be included in your closing process. Most real 
estate agents will request this directly from us, but if they 
don’t, you should be aware that you will need to make the 
request. The fee for the resale package, which includes all 
of the covenants, articles of incorporation, and dues his-
tory for the property will be $50 as of July 1, 2013.

Upcoming Repairs to the Park Pavilion
Improvements to the pavilion will take place in Sep-

tember 2013. Construction will require the pavilion to 
be closed for at least three days. We will post a message 
on the lighted sign when this begins. You will also notice 
yellow construction tape blocking any entrance onto the 
concrete floor of the pavilion and surrounding areas. Stay 
tuned for an exact date of construction.

Cicadas and Inchworm Infestation
We didn’t see the expected hoard of 17 year cicadas in 

Country Lakes (thankfully), but we most definitely dealt 
with our fair share of inchworms this year. We posted a 
few useful links on our web site and Facebook page and 
hope that you were able to learn more about the insects 
and ways to minimize future infestations and damage to 
your trees.  

Adopt A Road Program
We have adopted the three entrance roads to Country 

Lakes in an attempt at beautifying our community. We 
hope that you will help in this effort 
to keep our roads and their shoul-
ders free of litter. We will set up 2-3 
community service days per year 
and may ask for your help. Have you 
noticed the signs on Cox Dr., Asher 
Rd., and Yowaiski Mill Rd.? Contact us 
at 301-884-7297 www.clha.org if you 
are interested in volunteering.

Special Announcements

Want to Volunteer? Call 301-884-7297 or go online at CLHA.org
When calling our voice mail, your phone number must accept blocked numbers to receive a call back



2012-13 Board of Directors
President/Secretary

Elaine Green, president@clha.org

Vice President
Monty Wright, vicepresident@clha.org

Treasurer 
Jim Loveless, treasurer@clha.org

Directors

Kim Beachy, Property Manager

COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
PHONE NUMBERS:                                                                         
                                                         

St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office: 301-475-8008 

Maryland State Police:  301-475-8955                                                                                                 

St. Mary’s County Animal Control:  301-475-8018 x 2115                                                                       

St. Mary’s County Public Schools:  301-475-5511 

Social Services:  240-895-7000

American Red Cross:  301-934-2066                                                                                                          

Health Department:  301-475-4330   

Verizon:  301-954-6260

Public Works and Transportation:  301-863-8400

State Highway Administration:  301-475-8035

METCOM:  301-373-4733

SMECO:  301-475-5631

Poison Control:  1-800-222-1222

COUNTRY LAKES  
HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.
P.O. Box 632
Mechanicsville, MD 20659                          

CLHA Voice Mail:
301-884-7297

You must accept calls from a blocked number  
to have your call returned.

Find Us Online:
www.CLHA.org
www.Facebook.com/CLHOA

Jen Burtchette
Chink Cyr

Donald Graham
Joe Ridgell

Special Contact Emails:
Pavilion Reservations: eventcoordinator@clha.org
Dues Questions: propertymanagement@clha.org


